
 
October 28, 2020 

 
Dear Families and Staff, 
 
Thank you for your partnership as we continue to navigate the impact of COVID-19 on our community. 
 

We have been notified that an individual from our Pre-K1 room at our Methuen school has come in close contact with 
someone who has a confirmed case of COVID-19. The individual from our school presented a mild fever late this morning 
and left the school premises by 10:09 A.M. Following the individual’s departure, the individual learned of their close 
contact with someone with a confirmed case of COVID-19 and proceeded to get tested. Upon learning this information, all 
families and staff from our PreK1 room were contacted and asked to leave the building. Test results for the individual who 
has come in close contact with a confirmed case will not be available for at least 24-48 hours. In accordance with best 
safety practices as supported by the Methuen Department of Public Health, our PreK-1 classroom will be closed throughout 
the rest of this week. 

 
Please note that the individual from our school has undergone testing this afternoon and does not yet have results to 
share. What we know now is that this individual did have a mild fever this morning. Per our sick policy, the individual then 
left school, and soon after was made aware of recent close contact with a confirmed case. As soon as we have results from 
this individual’s COVID-19 test, we will provide a school-wide update. 
 
Confidentiality 
The information that we can share is that an individual with regular access to the inside our school has come in close contact 
with someone who has a confirmed case COVID-19. We recognize that protecting confidentiality can create an atmosphere of 
ambiguity and we share your concerns for everyone. After consulting with legal counsel, we have confirmed that we are 
forbidden by federal law to provide any possible identifying information. This has also been reiterated to us by local 
departments of public health. This means that we are prohibited from sharing names, ages, or any other indications of 
identity. 
 
Contact Tracing 
In this case, the individual received notice late in the day today, Wednesday, October 28, that they did in fact come in close 
contact with someone who has a confirmed case of COVID-19.   
 
Next Steps for Little Sprouts 
We take COVID-19 very seriously. During this initial two-day COVID closure of our PreK1 room, the classroom will undergo a 
thorough cleaning and we will remain in contact with local health officials. Once we have the COVID test results from the 
individual at our school, we will again consult with the Methuen Department of Public Health to determine the number of 
days that our PreK1 room may need to remain closed. We will share that information with you as soon as possible. 
 
Next Steps for Your Family 
We urge you to contact your regular health care provider to inquire about next steps for you and your loved ones.  You can 
also access all of Massachusetts’s most updated information regarding COVID-19 testing easily online at 
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/about-covid-19-testing. For those members of our community who will be out of school 
during the PreK1 room safety closure, should you undergo COVID testing while out, we ask that you please share any 
findings of confirmed cases with us.  
 
If you’d like copies of our COVID-informed payment, closure, and/or sick policies, please reach out to your director. 
Thank you for your continued partnership.   
 
Sincerely, 

Melissa 
Melissa Leger, President, Little Sprouts 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/about-covid-19-testing

