
 December 21, 2020 
 

Dear Families and Staff, 
 
Thank you for your partnership as we continue to navigate the impact of COVID-19 on our community. 
 

We have been notified that an individual in Pre-K 2 class as designated in Kaymbu communication in Building D (red 
building) and an individual in Transition 4 class as designated in Kaymbu communication in Building B (green building) 
at our Heartworks Shelburne location have had close contact with someone who has a confirmed case of COVID-19. 
The individuals from our school were last in school at mid-afternoon today, Monday, December 21 and left school 
presenting no symptoms. The individuals learned of close contact with someone with a confirmed case of COVID in the 
afternoon today, Monday, December 21 and immediately informed us.  These individuals from our school will need to 
have a COVID test near the end of their specific designated quarantine with a negative result in order to return to 
school.  We shared all of this information with the Vermont Department  of Health, and they have concluded that we 
do not need to close the classrooms since the individuals are not confirmed cases.  We pose no greater risk by keeping 
all classrooms open at this location.  All rooms remain open.  These individuals are not connected to the confirmed case 
announced on Friday, December 18. 

 
Please note that the individuals from our school have not yet undergone testing, and do not yet have results to share. 
What we know now is that these individuals have had close contact with someone who was tested positive today, 
Monday, December 21.  The individuals will not be permitted to return to school until after submitting a negative COVID 
test and completing all quarantine measures as issued by medical doctors and the Vermont Department of Health.  
 
Confidentiality 
The information that we can share is that individuals with regular access to the inside of our school have come in close 
contact with someone who has a confirmed case of COVID-19. We recognize that protecting confidentiality can create an 
atmosphere of ambiguity, and we share your concerns for everyone. After consulting with legal counsel, we have 
confirmed that we are forbidden by federal law to provide any possible identifying information. This has also been 
reiterated to us by the Vermont Department of Health.  This means that we are prohibited from sharing names, ages, or 
any other indications of identity. 
 
Contact Tracing 
In this case, the individual has complied with state contact tracing guidelines.  
 
Next Steps for Heartworks 
We take COVID-19 very seriously. As is our policy at the end of every day, our school undergoes thorough cleaning and we 
will remain in contact with local health officials. We will of course share any updated information we receive in 
connection to this individual’s COVID status. 
 
Next Steps for Your Family 
We urge you to stay up to date on all Vermont policies and procedures related to COVID precautions and protection. For 
those members of our school community who undergo COVID testing at any time, we ask that you please share any 
findings of confirmed cases with us.  
 
If you’d like copies of our COVID-informed payment, closure, and/or sick policies, please reach out to your director. 
Thank you for your continued partnership.  
 
Best wishes, 

Lisa 

Lisa Zengilowski, President; Heartworks, STEAMworks, Loveworks 


