
 
 

 

May 11, 2020 

 

Dear Families and Staff, 

 

I hope everyone enjoyed a celebration of mothers on Sunday.  Whether your own day with your children or 

connections or thoughts of your mother and grandmother – near or afar – I hope it was special in recognizing the 

range of mother figures who help shape each of us and our children.   

 

As you may have heard, Governor Scott announced last Friday, May 8, that childcare centers can begin the process 

toward reopening on June 1.  According to the Governor, this change was made due to Vermonters following the 

stay-at-home advisories and working towards flattening the curve of COVID-19.   

 

While we do not currently have a reopening date to announce for our schools, throughout this safety closure, 

we have been committed to developing our own plans for responsibly reopening.   

 

As you can imagine, responsible reopening entails a complex and thoughtful approach to revising existing protocols 

based on expert guidance that continues to be updated regularly by local and federal authorities.  We are in the 

process of evolving school-wide policies and procedures with the utmost focus on the health and safety of families 

and staff.  We are currently reviewing our approaches to safety screenings, classroom materials, cleaning and 

disinfecting, classroom size, social distancing, and acquiring essential protective equipment and supplies.  Masks, 

gloves, disinfectant wipes, along with other essential protective equipment continue to be in limited supply.  The 

procurement of these items will significantly affect our already stretched and strained finances and timelines.  

 

Rest assured that even amidst our reopening plans, we continue to research and apply for all possible local, state, 

and federal relief funding.  We are also actively seeking any and all partnerships with vendors, businesses, and 

individuals who are in a position to help families and teachers return to school.  If your network includes 

connections that might be interested in exploring ways to help, please let me know. 

 

Recently, I attended a webinar presented by Dr. Breena Holmes, Vermont’s Maternal and Child Health Director, 

whom is sharing COVID-19 data and new learnings with childcare leaders, along with guidance on how to plan for 

family and staff transitions back to school. We will continue to follow the guidance and instruction from Dr. Holmes 

and other experts from the state’s leading health and education agencies.  Once new state childcare guidelines are 

officially released and reviewed, we will adapt all of them into our new Heartworks, STEAMworks, and Loveworks 

family and staff handbooks, which will be reissued prior to returning to school. 

 

It is clear that we have a lot of important and hard work to do before welcoming you back and it is work that we are 

eager and excited to accomplish.  We look forward to sharing our official reopening date and plans as soon as we 

possibly can.  For Heartworks, we will prepare the summer camp application and announce tuition rates as soon as 

our reopen date can be announced.   

 

Thank you for your continued kindness, understanding, and partnership.  

 

Stay safe and be well, 

Lisa Zengilowski, 

President, Heartworks, STEAMworks and Loveworks Schools 


